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purposes. For beauty and fertility of soil it is much of it
unsurpassed by any that I have seen K. of the Mississippi.
During the hottest of the weather I was west of the Mis-
sissippi but most of the time enjoyed quite as good health
as I have in this place.

Location of Villages.— Populalion in each.

1. Ke-o-kuck’s, the principal village of the Sacs is situ-
ated upon the S. S. Eastern bank of the Lower Iowa river
about 12 miles from its mouth where it empties into the
Mississippi. It contains between 40 & 50 lodges, some
however are 40 or 50 feet in length, constructed of bark and
in the form of houses. As it respects the exact number in
each village it is extremely difficult to find out, as no cen-
sus is taken by themselves, they are constantly coming and
going and the chiefs often do not know their number pro-
vided they were disposed to tell. This was the case with
Ke-o-kuck’s village. There were probably as many as four
or five hundred souls in it.

This village is situated at the northern extremity of a
vast and delightful Prairie, extending for many miles south
and west. From the appearance of the grass and soil it
seemed as though it would abundantly reward the labors
of the husbandman, having an easy and natural communi-
cation with the Mississippi where a ready and excellent
market would be found for every kind of produce; but now
this luxuriant soil affords only a scanty subsistence for a
part of the year, for a single band of Indians.

It was towards eve. of the 29th of August when I visited
this village. As I approached from the west having the
prairie on the right and the river on the left, the sun was
now going down and shed a mellow brightness over the
landscape whilst all nature seemed to smile around and
speak in silent accents of the goodness and wisdom of God.
The natural scenery so pleasant and cheering served only
to make the contrast still more striking and painful to think
that none but pagan eyes and pagan feet roved over these
beautiful plains. Upon entering the village which is formed



